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final countdown. The time has finally come for next week's Champions League quarterfinal first legs. Many people, including
myself, have written several articles and made many predictions over the last month or two about the quarterfinals. With some
strange results and some high-scoring games, we've created quite a few surprises along the way. So now it's time for the real

thing. Alisson Becker, a goalkeeper who, like Kante, defies definition, defends a high-danger corner for a Liverpool team that
has managed to win five games and lose one. Roma have won two games in the Champions League this season, beating Paris
Saint-Germain in Rome before losing to D.C. United. It would be easy to say it was a case of Roma taking the wrong route.
After all, for some time, the Roma fans have prided themselves as the most loyal in Europe. The other night, Roma's owner,
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James Pallotta, was in the crowd when they beat United, and this week, he made a rare public appearance at the club's shop in
Corso Vittorio. But, in some ways, the road to the quarterfinals has been the right one. No road to the Champions League

quarterfinals is easy for any team. Not all sides have a squad that can replicate the energy, passion and belief of Manchester
City. And, for Roma, at least this season, they have a bit of a problem. They have a problem that applies not just to their team,

but to their supporters. In the modern game, a team without a major European trophy and without a run of form that would
suggest they are heading for any kind of sustained success is in trouble. They have a problem that is, in part, self-created. Take
the Roma supporter. The ones who wore suits and ties for the United game, who sprayed the stage before the final whistle with
champagne, who bellowed when three men missed a penalty. They were there, at the end of a long slog over two legs, when the

final whistle blew and the players 3e33713323
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